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“What counts in life is not the  
mere fact that we have lived.  
It is what difference we have   
made to the lives of others that  
will determine the significance  
of the life we lead.”  
– NELSON MANDELA  
 
 
 

Talk 2: Nelson Mandela’s Big Five Roles 

Andrew Russell is the author of The Leadership We Need: Lessons for Today from Nelson Mandela and the editor 
of the second edition of Christo Brand’s book Doing Life with Mandela: My Prisoner, My Friend.  
 

In this talk, Andrew will discuss five of the key roles Nelson Mandela played throughout his long life: 

 

1. Educator 

2. Gardener 

3. Reconciler 

4. Strategist 

5. Leader 

 

He will also discuss how Mandela managed to survive 27 ½ years in prison and how he remains the default 
setting for the kind of role model we need, in these current times of global strife and uncertainty, for 
inspiration, guidance and genuine leadership. Why, when he passed away, was there such an outpouring of 
grief from billions worldwide? What made this man such an outstanding and unique leader? 

 
 
 
  
  

If you would like more information, email Andrew on 
info@theleadershipweneed.co.za  

or visit www.theleadershipweneed.co.za 
WWW.BLUEEARBOOKS.COM  


